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				Healthcare system in the U.S.
[bookmark: _Hlk58592713][bookmark: _Hlk58592826]	The health care system in the U.S is one of the most advanced compared with other industrialized countries. It is termed to be comprehensive, expensive, and incredibly complicated to the point that many Americans have difficulties navigating while others do not understand how it operates (Blumberg et al.).  In the U.S, the majority of the health care facilities are private, a fact that makes it difficult for Americans to acquire the services. The American government funds certain programs like Medicaid and Medicare and only provides healthcare coverage to vulnerable persons. However, the U.S healthcare has been considered effective due to the advancement in technology and treatment programs; the sector has been faced with challenges that will be discussed in this paper.
[bookmark: _Hlk58592797]	The government introduced Medicare, Medicaid, and children's Health insurance programs to benefit the citizens. Only 30% of the American population are benefiting from these programs (Piatak, Jaclyn 1168). Medicare is a social insurance program enacted by the federal government to enable persons aged 65 and older to access healthcare facilities. The programs also cater to medical care for individuals living with disabilities (Blumberg et al.). On the other hand, Medicaid is a state-based program that is meant for some poor and near-poor individuals. Individual states manage the program and partially funds it. In 2015, it was reported that around 70.5 million American adults and children have benefited from the program (Piatak, Jaclyn 1170). 
The state-based children's health insurance is another program that covers children aged 19 and below. It is managed and regulated by the government at the state level. This program helps cater to children from families earning high incomes and cannot qualify for Medicaid. In some states, pregnant women are eligible for this coverage program under specified circumstances (Blumberg et al.). Additionally, children of state employees earning low incomes are as well covered by the program. The Children's Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act of 2009 (CHIPRA), a program signed by President Obama in February 2009, created new funding, has new program features and incentives meant to cover children (Piatak, Jaclyn 1169). The program aims to enable more children to access health care services. Reports show that more than 43million children have been covered by the CHIPRA, which has been considered a great achievement.
The U.S. healthcare system is known not to have universal healthcare coverage. Nevertheless, several health insurance providers around the country help Americans access healthcare services at a reduced cost. These companies require patients to pay monthly health insurance fees. It makes it easy for the companies to engage in negotiation processes with healthcare providers on behalf of their clients for reduced fees, after which they pay for the services (Blumberg et al.). However, since the companies are private, they mainly focus on making profits, making it difficult for many Americans to purchase an insurance cover. 
Many were left out uninsured because their income could not cater for the cover, or maybe the insurance companies rejected them due to their pre-existing conditions (Tunstall). The insurance companies have been helping patients access health care services since they have a good medics network. It helps to keep costs down for patients to visit doctors but does not cater to medics' healthcare services out of their network. The government realized the need to help citizens access healthcare services with much ease and at affordable prices by establishing an Affordable Care Act (ACA) or the so-called Obamacare scheme. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In March 2010, The Affordable Care Act (ACA) was signed by President Obama into law. The Act brought about significant changes to the health system in the U.S. The program has improved the health of Americans by increasing insurance coverage, eliminated many of the negative features of private insurance, which denied insurance for people with pre-existing conditions, and eliminated co-pays for preventive services (Center, Helm, et al. 120). ACA aims to try and curb the rising healthcare costs for Americans. Obamacare has several key features, some of which seem controversial to many citizens. The program mandates all uninsured persons and families living in the U.S to have at least a healthcare insurance cover, however basic it would be to cater for their healthcare services at cheaper prices (Tunstall). This was known as the minimum essential coverage. Any individual who would not purchase any of the covers would be fined. 
This move by the government helped to increase the number of individuals getting healthcare insurance cover. One study projects that by 2025, around 52,000 more physicians will be needed in healthcare facilities due to an increased demand for healthcare services (Holl 820). This is because many people have started to access healthcare services due to reduced costs as compared to earlier years. It was projected that there would be a population growth as well as an increased aging population (Center, Helm, et al. 120). The projections result from the favorable provisions of the law like; the insurers can acquire the insurance coverage even when they have some pre-existing conditions, the act established minimum ideals for the health insurance policies, and Medicaid eligibility was expanded. 
Additionally, Medicare underwent great reforms to ensure that it is more efficient, persons who lack employer-provided insurance were expected to purchase health insurance, and health exchanges were established as a way to help consumers find appropriate health insurance and those in need to get subsidies (Tunstall). These benefits have attracted more than 10million newly insured persons who can access the healthcare system across the country. Nevertheless, ACA has been facing a number of challenges. These challenges have discouraged many people from getting this insurance coverage. For example, Currently, nineteen states have not expanded their Medicaid programs. This has caused disparities for patients to access healthcare services. Millions of patients have been left with few coverage options (Center, Helm, et al. 120). 
[bookmark: _Hlk58592500]Despite the Obamacare programs facing challenges, it has gained popularity over the years since it was established and enacted. On the other hand, it is estimated that about 32 million people are remaining uninsured in 2020 (Holl 820). This has raised many issues, and debates have continued over the steps to take to attract the remaining population to accept the program. There are some policy scenarios that need to be improved that can help reduce the number of uninsured people by about 12.2 million (Center, Helm, et al. 121). The policies need to reinstate the individual mandate and prohibit extended availability of inadequate plans like short-term health plans. 
[bookmark: _Hlk58592383]There should be an expanding program of Medicaid eligibility in remaining states considering families earning up to 138% of the federal poverty level.  There is a need to improve the affordability and facilitate suitable financial stability. In this case, it should enhance the ACA's financial help, adjust the eligibility of tax credit and introduce permanent federal reinsurance schemes for individual groups without coverage (Center, Helm, et al. 120). Additionally, the scheme needs to reduce coverage premiums and out-of-pocket costs by people in levels above Medicare levels. These recommendations are among the many which can help to improve the fairness of the Affordable Care Act hence motivating all Americans to adopt the idea. This will help to reduce the expenses of accessing healthcare services across the country, assuring them of better health. 
In conclusion, the U.S healthcare is seen to have been ranked among the best globally with the best service delivery. In the same case, Americans have been facing challenges to access healthcare services due to high costs. Variety health insurance companies have been helping patients to access the treatments, but the insurance coverage has been for a few with favorable income. Therefore, the government enacted the Affordable Care Act to help citizens to make healthcare services more accessible at a low price. The program has gained popularity across the country despite having several challenges, which legislators are working to amend and improve the law in favor of the U.S people. 
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